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TRAL CODNSIL'S CFFICE

The 0ffice of Genersl Counael 1sg regponalble for
all legel matters pertalning to the sgencyta effairs end
advigses the Dircetor, Asslstant Mrectors eyl other of{icinls
of the sgency on legel problems, asswes responainvility for
determining the ageney's lepal rights snd responsihilltlies
erising out of the conduct of the sgengy's affalrs, preparos
opinions for the Diractor end other offielsls of the agency
on all types of leogel questlons tneluding contrazots, ~1ains,
property, [inance and fiseal procedures, applicatior of
legislation to sgency mattors, | 25X
gnd specizl death and d1sebllity cesss, raviews &I EDD &
or revises general and speclal orders, adminiztrative instruce
ttons and similar docurents, earrias on lialison with Judge
sdvosatets Dopartrent and other lepel branchez of the Govern-
ment, and sdviges on or handles sorporation dissolution and
other lopsl nspects of corporstions negrgsery to ageney
operations. It La the primary mission of the teneral Counsel's
office to ast on 81l tha =hove matters which sre peculiar to
this Unit, and sscondarily to refer to the appropriate branches
or other divisions of the Government such routine and stendsrd
problems as thogs offices are sguipped to handle, Thus,
routine prosurement contracte, 2laims by and apainst the
government, ‘wills, ete., sre refarred to the “ontract mvision,
Claima foicar or Legzel Assistance Cffleer. Special contracts
of a sonfidential or unususl naturej claims, the Lackground of
whish may not be made publie; ond certain priveate affairs of
speclel personnel are handled by the genmerel Counsel. It 1s
the responsibillity of the general founsel to detarmine whieh
eases may be rofsrred to pthers end which wust be handled as
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peeculisr to the Unit.

The job descriptions atteched set forth in
further detull the matters handled by the offlce. In
sormoction with these job deseriptlons, the only ¢lear
assignment is that given to the member of ths offlce

assigned to Speclel Fands} the other morbers of the office

divide tue work very gencraolly according to thelr pest
sxperience, working on those matters they lmow beatl, but
becauss of the Trequent conferences, intersharges of
infornation and recent raplid ﬁtx-mﬂ'ﬁnﬁ of parsomnel, the

. present members work as a team on all matbers with no
sharp lines drawn on differsnt subjects.

Ie  PRUSTHT S TUATION

4% :the present time tho followlng are properly
to be ccnaldered mepbers of the General Counselts Offlce:

25X1
Capts L R+ Houzton
25X1
At present | is in 770, working 25X1
solely on War Orimes in comnection with the trials at
Wupremberg, With him snd also working solely on War Orimes
i [ works sclely on %ar Crines
in Veshingbon, end ho does none oF the regular General Counsel =
work. | “—131s Theater Counael for TTC, It l& sasumed -

- that his s e viess will be required overseas unill st leasst '
Pebmuary lst and probebly into Morch. [ | 18 25X 1
aasisting hin in oclearing up legal problems In Furope. Lt

A is on his way back fronm IBT, and on his roturn will be
entitled to at least 45 days TD. | | racently 25X1
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returned from TUC, and is st prosent absent on 57 days T
whieh will ¢erminete about ?egruary 1st, Thus the enly
members of the office metunlly perfoming teneral Counsel
functlons ars Zept. Houston, md ¥r, Warner, the 25X1
istter being aﬁsfgnaé to the Speclal Tunds Advizor's posltion,

25X1 and the throe glerl=stonogriphers comprise the

offies stafll., ¥ith tho backleg srising out of liguidation
and &19&£a§,¢f ield offioea, the office is ot presmnt
eonsldergbly understalfed,

IIX. PRTCOMM 2DATIONS

. The lollowing recommendations ars mrde for gn
ebsolute mirdmm staffing of the Ceneral Counselts Office
based on cortaln conditions presedent exlsting on or sahout
1 Pebrusry 1948, These condltions ares

{1) Tﬁat’th& majority of the ilquidation
problems will be closed, snd that the flow from
fhe fleld will be greatly reduceds

(B} Thet all routine metters sucgh as
personnel c¢lalne,; accident roports, nommal
dleebllity end death problems, review and
terminktion of contracts wlll be performed
by the other brenches or ageneles who normally
hendle sueh matbters;

{5} That the proposed astaff la nob
axpected to be able o handle pesl loads st
sueh times ap during the preparation of
budgete and preparations for heoarings bhefore
commlittees, and hendling of aay investipgations
or speclal reports thet msy be requlrsd, mnd
thet et such HWmes addltional assistonce will
he made avallable Dy capable lezal officers
fron Heedquariers Detachment, the Inspoctor
General's Department, the JAGD or any other
Governpent deperi-ent which can supply
gualified nmeny

{¢) That this proposasl doss not cover
aversses whers 1t 1s sssumed that the present
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Theater Counsel wlll continue to act until
such tlme as problems there are liguidated,

: The repormandation of this office is that on 1
Pabmmary 1946, assuming the above conditiouns, the staff
should be one civilien lawyer assigned to Speeial Funds)
two JAGD officers or the oqulvelent, one mebins as the
General Counsd and the other as agsistant to the Cenersl
CSounsel; three civilians in the office stafl, one of whom
should be at least & CAP-7 and the others at least CAP-5.
It is submitted that the use of JAG officers or their
equivalent Lo justified by the fmet that many of the
problems handled are highly oclassified and that dus to
the militery nature of many of the problems and the close
liefson with the Judge rcdvocate Generalls office, the
Ganeral Counsel acts In a situation quite similar to the
Judge Advocate in the War end Ravy Departments,

At present 1t ilp expected that the following will
be avallsble gs of 1 Pebrusrys | | who should 25X1
heve returned but may be eligible for discharge} Japt.
Houston, elirible for dlscharge 1f deslared surplusg
| pos 1y eligible for dlscharge 17 declared

|

surpluag | A not et present eligible for discharge;

[ | believed not eligible for disshargej Mr. Warner,
eivillan employee; possibly | @11 the present 25X1

administrative and seoreterial steff will be avallable,
inoluding |

BDPTs L My HOUuston
Aeting General Counael

ILRY/mll

i«aomeﬂf&lTiAi -

Approved For Release 2005/01/05 : CIA-RDP57-00384R000200130113-3



